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Delegates consider resolutions in Legislative Session

By Ruth Kellar

Convention News Reporter

On the second day of the Grand
Lodge Convention, delegates passed
four and rejected three resolutions to
amend the Statutes and Constitution
of the Order during the legislative ses-
sion. Delegates also heard from several
Grand Lodge committees and commis-
sions concerning their activities over
the previous year and their plans for
the year ahead, and congratulated the
All-American Lodge winners and the
champions of the Ritualistic Contest.

The resolutions that failed included
a proposal to make participation in
the physical loss and crime coverage
policy provided by the Grand Lodge
optional for Lodges. Two proposals
dependent upon the passage of this
resolution, and which permitted Lodg-
es to satisfy the bond requirements for
the Lodge Secretary and the Lodge
Treasurer through an outside insur-
ance company, also failed.

Resolutions that passed included a
proposal to add a new section to the
Laws of the Order defining what con-
stitutes a Lodge Affiliate; a proposal
clarifying that the suspension of the
social privileges of a Member applies
to all social functions and social activi-
ties of the Order; a proposal clarifying
that if a Lodge adds the Secretary and
Treasurer to the Board of Directors
that the Lodge must ensure such action
is consistent with its corporate doc-
uments; and a proposal authorizing
the issuance of electronic membership
cards and requiring Lodges to recog-
nize them in the same manner as paper
cards. A national webinar will be made
available at Elks.org sometime during
the following weeks that will provide
more information regarding electronic
membership cards.

Prior to the legislative session, Grand
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In his speech during Tuesday’s Legislative Session, GER-Elect Bryan R. Klatt explained how
Elks can “Be The Difference” this year. Photo: Gary Rohman/Rohman Photography.

Trustee Chairman Timothy F. Jaeger,
in his final report, indicated that the
2026-2027 dues would be fixed at $6.50
for the Grand Lodge, between $15.00
and $25 for the insurance assessment,
and $5.50 for The Elks Magazine.

While the results of the voting were
being tabulated, Grand Secretary
Bryan R. Klatt gave an update on the
Disaster Relief Fund, which provid-
ed $50,000 worth of emergency aid
to Elks Members over the course of
the past year. Klatt reported that the
Disaster Relief Fund received a total
of $1,046,315 over the past year and
has $1,129,281 on hand to respond to
disasters.

Government Relations Committee
Chairman William J. Bryan reported
that the total national giving by the
Order in time, money, and in-kind
donations had been extremely gen-
erous over the past year. Bryan con-
gratulated the Elks on increasing their
giving, which had already crossed
the threshold of half a billion dollars

last year, by more than $15 million,
amounting this year to a total of
$520,524,340. Next up was Harley R.
Eckert Jr., Chairman of the Audit-
ing and Accounting Committee. He
announced that around 13% of Lodges
have not submitted the appropriate
financial documents. He stressed the
necessity of Lodges doing so to avoid
problems with the IRS.

Next, Grand Secretary-Elect Carl
Seibert gave a Chicago and Grand
Lodge report, during which he com-
mended GER-Elect Klatt's 17 years
of service as Grand Secretary. Seibert
also noted that nearly a third of staff at
the Elks headquarters in Chicago have
worked there for more than 15 years,
diligently supporting the Grand Secre-
tary’s Office and all the programs and
their associated departments.

GER-Elect Bryan R. Klatt then took
the podium and spoke about his pro-
gram for the coming year, which he
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Registration Final Tally

On this last day of the convention,
the grand total number of Elks, Spouses
and Guests is:

Grand Exalted Ruler .. ............. 1
Past Grand Exalted Rulers ......... 19
Grand Lodge Officers . ............. 8
Grand Trustees ................... 8
Grand Forum..................... 6
Grand Lodge Committemen........ 77
District Deputies-Designate . ... ... 229
Special Deputies .. ............... 29

Representatives to Grand Lodge
&Alternates . .............. 1,463
State Presidents. ................. 44
State Secretaries ................. 35
Grand Lodge Members. ......... 1,635
Non-Voting Members . .......... 1,917
GUeSES . . .o 860
Vendors. ... 31
Combined Totals: 6,362

3RD DAY BUSINESS SESSION

08:00 Call to Order
— Invocation

— Pledge of Allegiance

Memorial Service

PR & Membership Marketing Report

Installation of 2025-2026 Grand Lodge Officers

Grand Exalted Ruler Remarks
Installation of DDGERs
Announcements
Special Resolution
Presentation PGER

Douglas A. Schiefer, GER
Rev. Christopher J. Ford, Grand Chaplain
All
Randy P. Shook, PGER
Richard F. Gathen, Director
Bruce A. Hidley, PGER
Bryan R. Klatt, GER
Bryan R. Klatt, GER

....................... Jeffrey A. Rodier, Grand Esquire
......................... James L. Nichelson, PGER
..................... Carl T. Seibert, Grand Secretary

Presentation of Jewels to outgoing G/L Officers. . . . . Douglas A. Schiefer, PGER

Presentation
Special Presentation
Special Presentation
Special Presentation
Special Presentation
Appointments

Presentation of G/L Officers & Committee Chairmen. . . . ..
Closing Ceremony. . . . ...

Benediction
Grand Lodge Closed

......................... Carl T. Seibert, Grand Secretary
“GER Badge”, Carl T. Seibert, Grand Sceretary
............... Minnesota “Ring”, gift from State Ass'n
........ Alaska “PGER Watch”, Douglas A. Schiefer, PGER

Alaska “GER Watch”, Bryan R. Klatt, GER
Bryan R. Klatt, GER
Bryan R. Klatt, GER
Grand Lodge Officers
Rev. Christopher J. Ford, Grand Chaplain

G/L FRATERNAL COMMITTEE

All American Lodge winners 2024-25

Division I — [1-150 Members]
First: Duarte, CA No. 1427

Second: Norfolk, VA No. 38

Third: Virginia Beach, VA No. 2268

Division II — [151 to 225 Members]
First: Norwalk, CA No. 2142

Second: Cedar Grove, NJ No. 2237
Third: Tri-Cities, WA No. 2755

Division III — [226 to 300 Members]
First: Homer, AK No. 2127

Second: Arcadia, CA No. 2025

Third: Moreno Valley, CA No. 2697

Division IV — [301 to 450 Members]
First: Park Ridge, NJ No. 2234

Second: East Stroudsburg, PA No. 319
Third: Jackson, TN No. 192

Division V — [451 to 700 Members]
First: Roseville, CA No. 2248

Second: Chandler, AZ No. 2429
Third: Muskegon, MI No. 274

Division VI — [701 Members and up]
First: Santa Maria, CA No. 1538
Second: Orange, CA No. 1475

Third: Merced, CA No. 1240

The Convention Newsletter can be found online at elks.org/convention/default.cfm
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NEW YORK ELKS DAY
AT YANKEE STADIUM

Sunday, August 24 at 1:35 p.m.
Red Sox at Yankees

Tickets purchased from the QR code or
link below come with a limited edition
New York Yankees —New York Elks hat.
Five dollars from each ticket goes to the
New York Elks Major Projects fund.
For questions, contact
statesecretary@nyselks.org

gofevo.com/event/Newyork323

ELKS PRIDE
Strengthen
your lodges
brand and
visibilty!

FULLY

CUSTOMIZABLE
Add the apparel

ONLINE STORE

We're excited to offer Elks USA lodges a hassle-free way to showcase
their pride and unity with a custom online store—designed just for your

that fits your
lodges needs with
your lodge
number and/or
location!

by contacting
Maddy Stephens
stephens@completesource.com

800-868-7018
EASY
ORDERING

lodge! Setting up your store is completely free, and you can customize it
with lodge-specific apparel and other branded items.

Members can
shop anytime,
anywhere
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TUESDAY’S RESOLUTIONS BALLOTING RESULTS

2025-01—To make participation in the physical loss and crime coverage policy
procured by Grand Lodge optional for Local Lodges and to require proof of alter-
native insurance coverage. 830 YES, 2,122 NO. FAILED.

2025-02—To allow a Lodge to satisfy the bond requirement for the Lodge Sec-
retary through an outside insurance company. 845 YES, 2,120 NO. FAILED.

2025-03—To allow a Lodge to satisfy the bond requirement for the Lodge Trea-
surer through an outside insurance company. 872 YES, 2,093 NO. FAILED.

2025-04—To authorize the issuance of electronic membership cards, allow the
Office of the Grand Secretary to determine requirements, and require Local Lodg-
es to recognize an electronic membership card in the same manner as paper
cards. 2,502 YES, 456 NO. PASSED.

2025-05—To define what constitutes a Lodge Affiliate. 2,778 YES, 190 NO.
PASSED.

2025-06—To clarify the suspension of the social privileges of a member applies
to all social functions and social activities of the Order. 2,836 YES, 134 NO.
PASSED.

2025-07—To clarify, if a Local Lodge adds the Secretary and Treasurer to the
Board of Directors, the Lodge must ensure such action is consistent with its cor-
porate documents. 2,779 YES, 164 NO. PASSED.
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Since 1977, hundreds of
Elk lodges have chosen
Emblematics, Inc as their
preferred source for custom
ER, officer and lodge pins.

If you purchased pins from
another company, you
paid too much!
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Check out our special low
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Elks (includes Elks royalty
fee + FREE DIES).
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Prices INCLUDE Elks Grand Lodge royalty fee. TO”

Officially Licensed by the | Free (800) 421-6735
Elks Grand Lodge

www.customemblems.com
elks@emblematics.com

MISSOURI

ELKS NATIONAL

FOUNDATION

Continuing a Legacy

In April, 350 high school seniors re-
ceived Legacy Awards from the Elks
National Foundation. The $4,000
scholarships are available to the chil-
dren and grandchildren of Elks.

Legacy Awards scholars are re-
quired to perform three instances of
service with a Lodge over the four
years they receive the scholarship.
This empowers them to connect with
neighbors in their communities and
pave their own paths with the Elks.

Six Legacy Awards scholars took
this commitment one step further by
attending the Chicago Scholar Ser-
vice Trip in May. While there, they
served with organizations address-
ing clothing needs, fighting food in-
security, supporting veterans, and
promoting sustainability.

Does your Lodge have a Legacy
¢ Awards winner? Visit secure.elks.

* org/Leg to find out!
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2025 CONVENTION PIN
AVAILABLE AT BOOTH #433
LIMITED EDITION

CSANDERS.NET
800-336-7467
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Innovating and P Promotlng Elkdom

The innovations and work of the Discover Elks Group would not be
possible without the visionary leadership, support, and encouragement of
the Area 8 State Sponsors. We are grateful for their support.

PGER Roger R True PGER Mike Luhr PGER T. Keith Mills
WA, MT AK, ND, SD, WY OR,ID
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has titled “Be The Difference.” Klatt
proceeded to give examples of how
Elks should continue to make tangi-
ble differences in the lives of others:
by making veterans feel personally
supported, by engaging the youth of
our communities through the Drug
Awareness Program, Soccer Shoot,
and other Elks initiatives; and by
retaining the Members that make com-
munity outreach possible. Klatt also
reminded Elks that each Lodge will
have up to $11,000 worth of ENF Com-
munity Investment Program grants
to use over the course of the coming
year. Finally, Klatt encouraged Elks
by reminding them that they are “the
cream of the crop,” and he expressed
his profound excitement at being able
to travel around the country and see
them at work.

Activities Committee Chairman
Michael B. Bryant gave his commit-
tee’s report and announced the results
of the Community Projects Con-
test. He noted that the Soccer Shoot

TINA POTTER
PAST EXALTED RULER

had conducted its virtual national
championship, with participation
by 26,000 children in 27 states, and
congratulated the five boys and five
girls who were national champions
in their respective age-groups. He
also presented the Marvin M. Lewis
Award, which honors those Elks who
volunteer with Boy Scouts of America
programs.

Next, Fraternal Committee Chair-
man Gwendolyn B. Parker congratu-
lated the winners of the Americanism
Essay Contest, which was held in four
divisions with the theme, “What Does

b £
fg;%& CARD
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NICK BETTENCOURT |
PAST DISTRICT DEPUTY

2012
2013
2014

£l 2013
"Zf& 2014
-\J 2015
CONDON ELKS LODGE #1869
OREGON NORTHEAST DISTRICT

“PROVIDING ALL YOUR ACCESS CONTROL NEEDS"

Patriotism Mean To Me?” The four
top winners received a $1,000 prize.
She announced that the 2025-2026
contest theme will be “What Does
Service to Your Country Mean?” Next,
she announced the 18 winners of the
All-American Lodge Contest (Page 3).
Ritualistic Committee chairman
Steve D. Rysdam closed the session
by announcing the final results and
recognizing the winners of the nation-
al Ritualistic Contest. In addition, the
final results of the Callicott 11 O’Clock
Toast Contest and the Mulholland Flag
Charge Contest were announced. %

P AT ENA Y

Celebrating our 77th anniversary, Cardlock company has been dedicated to
providing the security and support you need.

info@cardlock.com

Post Office Box 680550 - Prattville Alabama 36068-0550
Toll Free: US 800-633-1464 / Canada 800-633-1466 / Fax 334-365-9788
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Florida Elks
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g Changing lives one mile at a time.

FLORIDA ELKS
YOUTH CAMP

The Florida Elks "Unmasking Autism
Gala® is the premier fundraising
event for Florida Elks Children's
Therapy Services.

;florida.?/é{

for Autism

The Florida Elks
are proud to offer the pinnacle in
.1 i ; comprehensive and inclusive
OUR _ Saan autism evaluations.
MISSION : : Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule™

= Second Edition (ADOS®-2)

s gﬁ"

INSPIRE CONNECT EXPAND : :
a qul & j' : /
LEARN MORE ®

T www.feyc.org - ; &e? A

www.ElksTherapy.com
1 (B00) 523-1673

(' LEARN MORE
| www.elkstherapy.com

For more information about our major projects and so much more, please visit us at
www.FloridaElks.org



PAGE 8

e Care — e Share

GRAND LODGE

Congratulations to 2024-25 Ritualistic Contest Winners

First Place — Carthage, NY No. 1762
(96.9149)
Exalted Ruler Michael D. Rohr; Leading Knight Kody Heukrath; Loyal
Knight Eric Luther; Lecturing Knight Connor Ashlaw; Esquire Andrew
Smith (not pictured). Standing, from left: Chaplain Jeremy Thesier;
Inner Guard Sam Thesier; Candidate Robert Sligar; Coach Brian Scott.

Third Place — Santa Clarita, CA No. 2379
(96.7264)
Exalted Ruler Mike Brandriff; Leading Knight James McKenna; Loyal
Knight Danise Davis; Lecturing Knight llia Banks; Esquire/Coach Jay
Larkins. Standing, from left: Chaplain Jeannette Fisher; Inner Guard Rob
Forsberg; Tiler/Coach Kelvin Swanson; Candidate Linda Edwards; Coach
JohnRivetti; Coach Wayne Edwards; Candidate Roger Lowe (not pictured).

2025 CALLICOTT 11 O’CLOCK
TOAST CONTEST

Second: Aaron Ballew, Carlsbad, NM No. 1558
Third: Jennifer Caputo, Saugus-Everett, MA No. 642
Fourth: Mark Stuparich, New York, NY No. 1

Second Place — Reno, NV No. 597
(96.9028)

Exalted Ruler Rachel Drake; Leading Knight Antonio Ricci; Loyal Knight

Justin Hoch; Lecturing Knight Melissa Fitch; Esquire Sean Brennan.

Standing, from left: Chaplain Heidi Julius; Inner Guard Joy Brackney;

Candidate Holly Kinney; Coach Ken DuBois; Coach Dee Boskie; Coach

Max-Noel Shen; Coach Frank Reynolds IIl (not pictured).

(96.1454)
Exalted Ruler Derryck Menard; Leading Knight Marty McKinley
Gray; Loyal Knight Stacey Hamilton-Davis; Lecturing Knight Kristin
Grimshaw; Esquire Dylan Menard. Standing, from left: Chaplain
Amanda Lodge; Inner Guard David Faulkner; Candidate/Coach David
Beazley; Coach John Hines; Coach D. Jack Buroker (not pictured).

2025 MULHOLLAND FLAG
CHARGE CONTEST

Winner: Robert Bornstedt, Kelso-Longview, WA No. 1482
Second: John Hines, Kenton, OH No. 157
Third: Robert Sligar, Carthage, NY No. 1762
Fourth: Derek Sommer, Littleton , CO No. 1650



